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Quarter  Unit  Unit Focus NC Essential 
Standards  

Literacy in History & Social 

Studies  

 

1 Early Reform, 

Western 

Politics, and 

The Gilded 

Age 

 

                                        

Populist movement, Laissez-faire, 

Entrepreneurs Social Darwinism, 

Robber Barons, Philanthropy, 

Knights of Labor and Terrence 

Powderly, AFL and Samuel 

Gompers, American Railway 

Union and Eugene V. 

Debs, United Mine Workers and 

“Mother” Jones, Haymarket 

Square, Chinese Exclusion Act, 

urbanization, industrialization, 

Political Machines, Pendleton 

Act, Immigration, Ellis Island, 

Urbanization (i.e. Chicago’s 

packing houses, New York’s 

garment industry, and 

Cleveland’s steel mills) 
 

AH2.H.3.2, 

3.4, 4.1, 4.2, 

4.3, 4.4, 5.1, 

6.1 

 

Reading - Determine the 

central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary of 
how key events or ideas 
develop over the course of the 

text.  
 

Reading - Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 

including vocabulary describing 
political, social, or economic 

aspects of history/social science  
 
Writing - Use words, phrases, 

and clauses to link the major 
sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons 

and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims.  
 



 Progressive 

Movement 

  

19
th 

Amendment, 16
th 

Amendment, 18
th

 Amendment, 

muckrakers (Upton Sinclair, 

Lincoln Steffens, Ida Tarbell), 

The Jungle, Plessy v. Ferguson, 

Washington v. DuBois, NACCP, 

Jim Crow Laws, New Freedom, 

Underwood Tariff, Federal 

Reserve, FTC, Clayton Antitrust 

Act, Jane Addams, Hull House, 

Women’s Suffrage 

  

AH2.H.3.1, 

3.4, 4.1, 4.3, 

5.1, 5.2 

  

Reading - Determine the 
central ideas or information of a 

primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of 

how key events or ideas 
develop over the course of the 
text.  

 
Reading - Determine the 

meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary describing 

political, social, or economic 
aspects of history/social science  

 
Writing - Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to link the major 

sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between 

claim(s) and counterclaims.  
 

2 Imperialism 

and the Great 

War 

 

 

Spheres of Influence, yellow 

journalism, Sinking of the U.S.S. 

Maine, Spanish-American War, 

Platt Amendment, Panama Canal, 

Causes of World War I 

(M.A.I.N.), Zimmerman 

AH2.H.3.1, 

3.2, 4.1, 4.4, 

5.1, 6.1, 6.2, 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 

8.2 

Reading - Determine the 
central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary of 
how key events or ideas 

develop over the course of the 
text.  
 



Telegram, Unrestricted 

Submarine Warfare, Sinking of 

the Lusitania, Selective Service 

Act, armistice, Liberty Bonds, 

Espionage and Sedition Act, 

Great Migration, Treaty of 

Versailles, League of Nations, 

Wilson’s Fourteen-Points, 

Reparations, The Great Migration 

 

  Reading - Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary describing 

political, social, or economic 
aspects of history/social science  
 

Writing - Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to link the major 

sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) 

and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between 

claim(s) and counterclaims.  
 

 1920’s and the 

Great 

Depression 

 

Isolationism, Red Scare, Teapot 

Dome, Roaring 20’s, prohibition, 

Fundamentalism, Harlem 

Renaissance, Lost Generation, 

Black Tuesday, Great Depression, 

New Deal, fireside chats, Dust 

Bowl, Scopes Monkey Trial, 

Modern vs Traditional in race and 

religion 

  

AH2.H6.1, 

6.2, 7.1, 7.2, 

7.3, 8.3 

  

Reading - Determine the 
central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary of 
how key events or ideas 

develop over the course of the 
text.  
 

Reading - Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 

including vocabulary describing 
political, social, or economic 

aspects of history/social science  
 
Writing - Use words, phrases, 



and clauses to link the major 
sections of the text, create 

cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) 

and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 

3 The World at 

War 

 

Rise of Totalitarianism 

(Mussolini & Hitler), Rome-

Berlin axis, Allied/Axis Powers, 

Munich agreement, 

Nonaggression agreement 

(Germany/Russia), Causes of 

World War II, Neutrality Acts, 

Fascism, appeasement, 

Holocaust, Lend-Lease, Pearl 

Harbor, D-Day, Stalingrad, Island 

Hopping, Iwo Jima, Kamikaze, 

Japanese Internment, Victory 

Gardens, Manhattan Project, A-

bomb, internment 

 

AH2.H.6.1, 

6.2, 7.1, 7.2, 

7.3 

  

Reading - Determine the 

central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary of 
how key events or ideas 
develop over the course of the 

text.  
 

Reading - Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 

including vocabulary describing 
political, social, or economic 

aspects of history/social science  
 
Writing - Use words, phrases, 

and clauses to link the major 
sections of the text, create 

cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons 

and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims.  
 



 Culture & 

Cold War 

 

Iron Curtain, Containment, 

Truman Doctrine, Marshall Plan, 

Korean War, Bay of Pigs, 

McCarthyism, 2nd Red Scare, GI 

Bill, Eisenhower Doctrine, Space 

Race, Cuban Missile Crisis, 

Domino Effect, Berlin Wall, baby 

boom, Levittown, Interstate 

Highway Act 

  

AH2.H.3.2, 

4.1, 4.2, 4.4, 

5.2, 6.1, 6.2, 

7.1, 7.2, 7.3 

 

Reading - Determine the 
central ideas or information of a 

primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of 

how key events or ideas 
develop over the course of the 
text.  

 
Reading - Determine the 

meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary describing 

political, social, or economic 
aspects of history/social science  

 
Writing - Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to link the major 

sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between 

claim(s) and counterclaims.  

 Changes at 

Home 

 

Camelot, New Frontier, Peace 

Corps, Race to the Moon, JFK 

Assassination, Great Society, 

Warren Court, Silent Spring, 

Brown v. Board of Education, 

Civil rights movement, Key Civil 

AH2.H.3.4, 

4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 

4.4, 5.1, 5.2, 

6.2, 7.3 

 

Reading - Determine the 
central ideas or information of a 

primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of 
how key events or ideas 

develop over the course of the 
text.  

 
Reading - Determine the 



Rights people (Dr. King, Rosa 

Parks, Malcolm X), Freedom 

Riders, Greensboro Sit-ins, 

Montgomery bus boycott, “I 

Have a Dream” speech, 

SNCC/SCLC, Civil Disobedience 

 

meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 

including vocabulary describing 
political, social, or economic 

aspects of history/social science  
 
Writing - Use words, phrases, 

and clauses to link the major 
sections of the text, create 

cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) 
and reasons, between reasons 

and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 

 Vietnam War 

Years 

Domino Theory, Gulf of Tonkin, 

war protests, Tet Offensive, 

Vietnamization, Pentagon Papers, 

Saigon, 26th Amendment, War 

Powers Act, Counterculture. 

Watergate 

AH2.H.4.3, 

4.4, 5.1, 5.2, 

7.3 

 

Reading - Determine the 

central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of 

how key events or ideas 
develop over the course of the 

text.  
 
Reading - Determine the 

meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 

including vocabulary describing 
political, social, or economic 
aspects of history/social science  

 
Writing - Use words, phrases, 

and clauses to link the major 
sections of the text, create 



cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) 

and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between 

claim(s) and counterclaims. 

 70s, 80s, 90s, 

and Now 

Stagflation, Southern Strategy, 

Detente, conservatism, Camp 

David Accords, Iranian hostage 

crisis, Watergate. Reagan- omics, 

Iran-Contra scandal, computers, 

Desert Storm, Roe v. Wade 

(abortion) and Bakke v. 

California (affirmative action), 

Election of 2000, Sept. 11, 2001, 

Iraq War, Afghanistan War, 

Osama bin Laden, No Child Left 

Behind, Election of 2008, AIDS, 

technological innovations 

 

AH2.H.3.2, 

4.1, 4.2, 5.2, 

6.2, 7.1, 8.1, 

8.2, 8.3 

 

Reading - Determine the 
central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary of 
how key events or ideas 

develop over the course of the 
text.  
 

Reading - Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary describing 
political, social, or economic 

aspects of history/social science  
 

Writing - Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to link the major 
sections of the text, create 

cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) 

and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 

 

 

 



I Can Statements 

 

Unit Learning Target-I Can 

Early Reform, Western Politics, and The Gilded 

Age 

1. I can describe the causes and effects of the financial 
difficulties that plagued the American farmer and 

trace the rise and decline of Populism. 
2. I can explain the impact of railroads on other 

industries (steel) and the organization of big 

business. 
3. I can identify John D. Rockefeller and Standard Oil 

and explain the rise of trusts and monopolies. 
4. I can recognize the major US labor unions and 

leaders. 

5. I can describe Ellis Island, change in immigrants’ 

origins to southern and eastern Europe, and impact 

of this change on cities. 
6. I can explain the Chinese Exclusion Act and anti-

Asian immigration sentiment on west coast. 

Progressive Movement 

 

1. I can describe the significance of the Progressive 
Presidents’ (Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson), reforms in 

political processes:  initiative, recall, referendum, 
direct election of US senators, reform of labor laws, 

and efforts to improve conditions for the poor. 
2. I can explain Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle and 

federal regulations of meatpacking industry. 
3. I can connect key Muckrakers to the issue they went 

after. 



4. I can identify Jane Addams and the Hull House and 
describe role of women in reform movements. 

5. I can describe passage of 18
th

 Amendment 
(prohibition) and 19

th
 Amendment (woman 

suffrage). 
6. I can identify Jane Addams and the Hull House and 

describe role of women in reform movements. 
7. I can describe the rise of Jim Crow, Plessy v. 

Ferguson, and emergence of NAACP. 

Imperialism and the Great War 1. I can identify the factors that led to the US building 
an Empire and our role in world affairs. 

2. I can describe the Spanish-American War, the 
annexation of the Philippines, and debate over 

American expansionism. 
3. I can explain US involvement in Latin America, 

Roosevelt Corollary, and Panama Canal. 
4. I can describe movement from US neutrality to 

engagement in WWI: the MAIN underlying causes 
and the US response to unrestricted submarine 
warfare. 

5. I can explain domestic impact of WWI, Great 
Migration, Espionage Act, and Eugene Debs. 

6. I can explain Wilson’s 14 Points and problems with 
League of Nations on the Versailles Treaty. 

1920’s and the Great Depression 1. I can examine the social challenges of “Modern” vs 

“Traditional” in religion, race, and gender (i.e. 



Scopes Monkey Trial). 
2. I can explain the causes and effects of enforcement 

of Prohibition 
3. I can describe modern forms of cultural expression 

during the Harlem Renaissance. 
4. I can describe the causes of the stock market crash 

of 1929, the failure of the American banking 
system, and impact on the Great Depression. 

5. I can explain factors (farming techniques & climate) 
that led to the Dust Bowl and western migration. 

6. I can explain social and political impact of 
widespread unemployment. 

7. I can describe the impact of Roosevelt’s New Deal – 
the 3 R’s. 

The World at War 

 

1. I can examine the rise of European dictators. 

2. I can list and explain the causes and effects of 
World War II and the events leading to the US 

entry.  
3. I can discuss the significant key turning point battles 

and leaders in the European and Pacific theaters.  

4. I can identify the political challenges to Roosevelt’s 
leadership from his Critics, the “court packing” plan 

and Neutrality Acts. 
5. I can explain the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 

and the internment of Japanese Americans. 
6. I can describe war mobilization:  rationing, war-time 

conversion & women in war industries. 



7. I can describe the Manhattan Project and the 
implications of developing the atomic bomb. 

Culture & Cold War 1. I can describe the Marshall Plan, Berlin Airlift, 
Truman Doctrine and the containment policy 

2. I can explain impact of communism in China, 
outbreak of Korean War, and McCarthyism. 

3. I can describe the impact of the Space Race with the 

USSR: Sputnik and actions of Eisenhower. 
4. I can describe the impact of the baby boom, 

Levittown, and Interstate Highway Act on the 
growth of suburbia. 

5. I can describe the impact of 
containment/brinkmanship on the Cuban 

Revolution, the Bay of Pigs, the Berlin Wall, and 
the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

Changes at Home 1. I can describe the political impact of the 

assassination of John F. Kennedy. 
2. I can compare and contrast SNCC and SCLC 

tactics: civil disobedience, sit-ins and freedom rides 
vs. Malcolm X- “by any means necessary”. 

3. I can describe the causes and consequences of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act of 1965 

and the 1968 Housing Act. 
4. I can describe the significance of MLK’s Letter 

from a Birmingham Jail & “I Have a Dream”. 

5. I can report the new challenged put forth by 



Presidents Kennedy and Johnson to 1960’s America. 
6. I can Explain Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society and 

establishment of Medicare.  
7. I can explain the importance of Rachel Carson’s 

Silent Spring on the environmental movement. 

Vietnam War Years 1. I can identify the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, Tet 
Offensive, and growing opposition to the war. 

2. I can analyze Nixon’s Vietnamization policy, the 
Paris Peace Accords and the end of US involvement 

in Vietnam. 
3. I can describe the impact of the Domino Effect is SE 

Asia. 
4. I can explain the reasons behind the passing of the 

26
th

 Amendment. 
5. I can describe the social and political turmoil of 

1968, “the year everything fell 
apart”…assassinations of MLK and RFK, Vietnam 

War, and the Democratic National Convention. 
6. I can demonstrate the escalation of United States 

policies of war in Vietnam through a timeline.  

7. I can contrast the viewpoints of mainstream 
America and the counterculture.  

8.  

70s, 80s, 90s, and Now 1. I can describe Nixon’s opening of China, the 
resignation due to Watergate scandal, America’s 

changing attitudes toward government, and 



Presidency of Gerald Ford. 
2. I can explain the impact of Supreme Court decision 

on ideas of civil liberties and civil rights:  Roe v. 
Wade (abortion) and Bakke v. California 

(affirmative action). 
3. I can explain the factors for the emergence of the 

conservative era.  
4. I can describe domestic and international events of 

Reagan’s presidency. 
5. I can explain Carter administration’s efforts in 

Middle East: Camp David Accords, 1979 Iranian 
Revolution, and Iranian hostage crisis. 

6. I can explain the relationship between Congress and 
Bill Clinton:  the Contract with America, NAFTA, 

and the impeachment. 
7. I can analyze the 2000 presidential election and its 

outcome. 

8. I can analyze the response of George W. Bush to 
9/11, the war on terrorism, and American 

interventions in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
9. I can explain the impact of the election of 2008. 

 

 


